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' 0 my beloved, I fondly wished to pass some moments
with you, and regale my heart, and to repeat my visits
in the same manner, or to take thee with me. But
fate will not permit two persons [like us] to remain in
one place in peace and felicity; farewell, my beloved!
may God protect you!' On hearing these [dreadful
words], my senses vanished, and my bliss fled from
my grasp.1 I cried, '0 my charmer, when shall we
meet again? what dreadful words of wrath are these
which you have made me hear? If you will return
quickly, then you will find me alive, otherwise you
will regret the delay; or else tell me your name and
place of residence, that I may from those directions,
by diligent search, conduct myself to you/ On hear-
ing this she said, 'God forbid [you should do so];
may the ears of Satan be deaf; may your age amount
to a hundred and twenty years;2 if we live we shall
meet again; I am the daughter of the king of the
Jinns, and I dwell in the mountain of Edf? On
saying this, she caused the throne to ascend,4 and it
ascended in the same manner as it had descended.

1  Literally, " the parrot of my hand flew away."

2  The Muhawmadans reckon a hundred and twenty years as the 'umri
tabi\ or the natural period of man's life.

3  The mountain of Kdf, is the celebrated abode of fhejinns, paw?, and
divs, and all the fabulous beings of oriental romance.    The Muhainmadans,
as of yore all good Christians, believe that the earth is a flat circular plane ;
and on the confines of this circle is a ring of lofty mountains extending
all round, serving at once to keep folks from falling off, as well as forming
a convenient habitation for thejinns, &c., aforesaid.   The mountain, (I am
not certain on whose trigonometrical authority) is said to be SQ&farasangs
or 2000 English miles in height.

4 With regard to the plain, simple sentence, "yih kaklccvr talM utliayd'"

xve have somewhere seen the following erudite criticism, viz.:__" With

deference to Mir Amman, this is bad grammar.   The nominative to kahkar